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AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS 



please ametid the claims as follows: 

I. (Previously Presented) A method for providing a data stream according to 
preferences of a community, the steps comprising: 



providing a first community having members, each member of the first 

community having associated preferences regarding data stream content^ 

the members of said first community are determined to have at least one 

preference in common; 
determining characteristics of said first community members' preferences to 

provide determined characteristics; and 
biasing an individual data stream according to said determmed characteristics^ so 

that said individual data stream is biased according to said ftrst community 

members' preferences, and 
so that said individual data stream has more content that said fii'St community 

lilces and less content that said first connnunity dislikes. 



2- (Previously Presented) A method for providing a data stream according to 
preferences of a community as set forth in Claim 1, wherein said step of biasing an individual 
data stream fiirther comprises: 



biasing an individual data stream according to said determined characteristics so 
that said individual data stream is biased for positive preferences of said 
community and biased against negative preferences of said community. 
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3 . (Previously Presented) The method for providing a data streson according to 
preferences of a community as set forth in Claim I, wherein said step of providing a first 
community further comprises: 

providing a second community having at least as many members as said first 
community, each member of said second community having associated 
preferences regarding data stream content; 
evaluatmg said preferences of said second comniimity; and 
determining said first community from said second community, such that 

members of said first community are members of said second community 
deternoined to have at least one preference in common. 

4. (Previously Presented) The metliod for providmg a data stream according to 
preferences of a community as set forth in Claim 1, wherein the step of biasing an individual data 
stream further comprises: 

biasmg said individual data stream so that it complies with the DMCA. 

5. (Previously Presented) Tlie method for providing a data stream according to 
preferences of a community as set forth in Claim 1 , wherein the method tother comprises: 

transmitting said individual data sneam on a voluntary or selectable basis thej-eby 
allowing an individual to receive said individual data stream on a 
voluntary or selectable basis. 
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6. (Previously Presented) A method for providing a data stream according to 
preferences of a community, the steps comprising: 

providing a second community having at least as many members as a first 

community, each member of said second community having associated 
preferences regarding data stream content; 

evaluating said preferences of said second community; and 

determining said first community from said second community, such that 

members of said first community axe members of said second community 
determined to have at least one preference in common; 

determining characteristics of preferences of said fu^t community to provide 
determined characteristics; 

biasing an individual data stream according to said detennined characteristics so 
that said individual data stream is biased according to said detexmined 
characteristics, and so that said individual data stream is biased for 
positive preferences of said first commimity members and biased against 
negative preferences of said first community members; and 

transmitting said individual data stream on a voluntary or selectable basis thereby 
allowing an individual to receive said individual data stream on a 
voluntary or selectable basis, 

so that said individual data stream has more content that said furst community 
likes and less content that said first conununity dislikes. 
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7. (Currently Amended) A method for providing a data stream according to 
preferences of a community, the steps comprising: 

providing a first community having members, said first community being 

dynamicaUy self-defining by means of preferences associated with each 

member of said first community regarding data stream content, such that 

said first community comprises members determined to have at least one 

preference in common; 
determining characteristi cs of said first community members' mombOT'o 

preferences to provide determined characteristics; 
biasing an individual data stream according to said determined characteristics so 

that said individual data stream is biased according to said first community 

members' preferences; and 
repeating said providing, determining, biasing steps to re-establish said first 

community, to re-establish said preferences and determined 

characteristics, and to re-bias said individual data stream; 
so that said individual data stream has more content that said first community 

likes and leas content that said first community dislikes. 
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8 . (Previously Presented) A method for providing a data stream according to 
preferences of a community as set forth in Claim 7, wherein said step of biasing an individual 
data stream further comprises: 

biasing an individual data stream according to said determined characteristics so 
that said individual data stream is biased for positive preferences of said 
community and biased against negative preferences of said community. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method for providing a data stream according to 
preferences of a community as set forth in Claim 7, wherein said step of providing a first 
community ftjrther comprises: 

providing a second community having at least as many members as said first 
community, each member of said second community having associated 
preferences regarding data stream content; 
evaluating said preferences of said second community; and 
determining said first community from said second community, such that 

members of said first community are members of said second community 
determined to have at least one preference in common. 

1 0. (Previously Presented) The method for providing a data stream according to 
preferences of a community as set forth in Claim 7, wherein the step of biasing an individual data 

stream fluther comprises: 

biasing said individual data stream so that it complies with the DMCA. 
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1 1 . (Previously Presented) The method for providing a data stream according to 
preferences of a community as set forth in Claim 7. wherein the method further comprises: 

transmitting said individual data stream on a voluntary or selectable basis thereby 
allowing an individual to receive said individual data sdream on a 
voluntary or selectable basis. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method for providing a data stream according to 
preferences of a community as set forth in Claim 7, wberem the step of providing a first 

community further comprises: 

providing a first community, each member of which is ase determmed to provide 
an artist rating which exceeds a predetermined rating threshold. 

1 3 . (Previously Presented) The method for providing a data stream according to 
preferences of a commimity as set forth m Claim 12, wherein the rating corresponds to a scale of 
I to 100 and the predetermined rating tlweshold is 70. 

1 4. (Currently Amended) A method for providing a data stream according to 
preferences of a community, the steps comprising: 

providing a first community having members, said first community being 

dynamically self-defining by means of preferences associated with each 
member of said first community regarding data stream content; 
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providing a second community having at least as many members as said first 
commnnity. each member of said second community having associated 
preferences regarding data stream content; 
evaluating said second preferences of said second community; and 
deteimining said first community fiom said second community, such that 

members of said first commmuty are members of said second community 
determined to have at least one preference in common; 
deteimining characteristics of said first community members' preferences to 

provide determined characteristics; 
biasing an individual data stream according to said determined characteristics so 
that said mdividual data stream is biased for positive preferences of said 
fi«t community members and biased against negative preferences of said 
first community members; 
transmitting said individual data stream on a voluntary or selectable basis thereby 
allowing an individual to receive said individual data stream on a 
voluntary or selectable basis; and 
repeating said steps of providing said first community, determming characteristics 
to provide said determined characteristics, biasing said individual data 
siream, and tmnsmitting said individual data stream in order to re-establish 
said first community, to re-estabUsh said preferences midjetemuned 
r.haracteristics, and to re-bias said individual data stream, 
so lhat said individual data stream has more content that said community likes and 
less content that said commimity dislikes. 
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15. (Previously Presented) A method for providing a data stream according to 
preferences of a community, the steps comprising: 

providing a first community having members, said first community being 

dynamically self-defining by means of preferences associated with each 

member of said first community regarding data stream content, such that 

said first community comprises members determined to have at least one 

preference in common; 
determining characteristics of said first community members' preferences to 

provide determined characteristics; 
biasing an individual data stream according to said determined characteristics so 

that said individual data stream is biased according to said first community 

members' preferences; 
receiving preferences fi'om a first user; and 

transmitting said individual data stream to said first user, including content highly 
rated by said fu^t user according to said preferences of said furst user, 

so that said individual data stream has more content that said community lU<es and 
less content that said community dislikes and said first user receives 
content rated highly by said user. 

1 6. (Previously Presented) A method for providing a data stream according to 
preferences of a community as set forth in Claim 15, wherein said step of biasing an individual 
data stream further comprises: 
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dalalstream according to said determined characteristics so 
data stream is biased for positive preferences of said 
biased against negative preferences of said community. 



1 7, (Previously Presented) The method for providing a data stream according to 
prefei^nces of a community as set forth in Claim IS, wherein the step of providing a first 
community further comprises: 

providing a second community having at least as many members as said first 
community, each nember of said second commimity having associated 
preferences regarding data stream content; 
evaluating said preferenc es of said second community; and 
determining said first corimunity from said second community, such that 

first community are members of said second community 
/e at least one preference in common. 



members of said 
detennined to ha\ 



18. (Previously Presented) The method for providing a data stream according to 
preferences of a community as set forth in Claim 15, wherein the step of biasing an individual 
data stream fiuiher comprises: 

biasing said individual data stream so that it complies with the DMCA. 



1 9. (Previously Presented) 
preferences of a community as set forth 
individual data stream ftirther comprisejS 



Jhe method for providing a data stream according to 
in Claim 15, wherein the step of transmitting said 
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transmitting said individual data stream on a voluntary or selectable basis thereby 
allowing an individual to receive said individual data stream on a 
voluntary or selectable basis. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method for providing a data stream according to 
preferences of a commimity as set forth in Claim 15, wherein the step of providing a first 

community fiirther comprises: 

providing a first community, each member of which is ace determined to provide 
an artist rating which exceeds a predetermined rating threshold. 

21 . (Previously Presented) The xnethod for providing a data stream according to 
preferences of a community as set forth in Claim 20, wherein the rating corresponds to a scale of 
1 to 100 and the predetermmed rating threshold is 70. 

22. (Currently Amended) A method for providing a data stream according to 
preferences of a community, the steps comprising: 

providing a first community having members, said first community being 

dynamically self-defining by means of preferences associated with each 
member of said first community regardmg data stream content; 

providing a second community liaving at least as many members as said first 
community, each member of said second community having associated 
preferences regarding data stream content; 

evaluating said second preferences of said second community; and 



11 

PAGE 15/41 ' RCVD AT 10125/2006 7:45:48 PM [Eastern Daylight Time]' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/18 * DNIS:2738300 ' CSiD: ' DURATION (min'SS):13'08 



OCT-25-2006 WED 04:48 PM FAX NO. P. 

Appl. No. 09/903.033 Docket No. 85804.019501 

Amendment and Response Filed With RCE 

determininB said first community from said second community, such that 

mem bers of said first community are members of said second community 
determined to have at least one preference in common; 

determining characteristics of said first communily members' preferences to 
provide determined characteristics; 

receiving preferences from a first user; 

biasing an individual dat^ stream according to said determined characteristics and 
according to said preferences of said first user so that said individual data 
stream is biased for positive preferences of said first community members 
and biased against negative preferences of said first community members, 
and so that said iridividual data stream is biased according to said 
preferences of said first user; 

transmitting said individual data stream to said fust user, including content highly 
rated by said first user according to said preferences of said first user, said 
individual data sti-eam transmitted on a voluntary or selectable basis to 
allow said first user to receive said individual data stream on a voluntary 
or selectable basis; and 

repeating said steps of providing said first community, determining characteristics 
to provide said d^tennined characteristics, biasing said individual data 
stream, and trans'mitting said individual data stream In order to re-establish 
said first community, to re-establish said preferences a nd determine d 
characteristics, aod to re-bias said individual data stream. 



; 12 

PAGE 16/41 ' RCVD AT 10/2S/20067:4S:48 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPTO{FXRF-5/18* DNIS;2738300' CSiD:' DURATION (min-ss):1348 



OCT-25-2006 WED 04:48 PM FAX NO. P 

Appl.N0. 09/903,033 Docket No. 85804,019501 

Amendment and Response Filed With RCE 

so that said individual data stream has more content that said community likes and 
less content that said community dislikes and said first user receives 
content rated highly by said user. 

23 . (Previously Presented) A method for providing a data stream according to 
preferences of a community, the steps comprising: 

repeatedly receiving preferences fiom receivers of data stream content of a music- 
related database including songs and/or music videos; 

repeatedly determining a first commumty of receivers from said received 

preferences so that said first commumty evolves over time, said first 
community having similar preferences for similar data stream content; 

repeatedly determining cliaracteristics solely of said received preferences of said 
first community to provide determined characteristics; and 

biasing an individual data stream of said music-related database according to said 
determined characteristics, so tliat said individual data stream is biased 
according to said received preferences of said first community, 

so that said individual data stream continually has more content that said first 
community likes and less content that said fust community dislikes 
without analysis of said data stream content, and so tliat both said first 
community and said determined characteristics are pennitted change over 
time according to said received preferences of said first community. 
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24. (Previously Presented) A method for providing a data stream according to 
preferences of a community as set forth in Claim 23, wherein said step of biasing an individual 
data stream further comprises: 

biasing an individual data stream according to said determined characteristics so 
that said individual data stream is biased for positive preferences of said 
first community and biased against negative preferences of said first 
community. 

25. (Previously Presented) The method for providing a data stream according to 
preferences of a community as set forth in Claim 23, wherein the step of repeatedly receiving 
preferences from receivers of data stream content fiirther comprises: 

repeatedly ^ecei^ang preferences of a second community, said second community 
having at least as many members as said first community, said received 
preferences regarding data stream content of said music-related database; 
repeatedly evaluating said preferences of said second community; and 
repeatedly determining said first community from said second commimity, such 
tliat members of said fnst community are members of said second 
community determined to have at least one preference in common. 

26. (Previously Presented) The method for providing a data stream according to 
preferences of a community as set forth in Claim 23, wherein the step of biasing an individual 
data stream fiirther comprises : 

biasing said individual data stream so that it complies with the DMCA. 
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27. (Previously Presented) The method for pro\ iding a data stream according to 
preferences of a community as set forth in Claim 23. wherein the method further comprises: 

transmitting said individual data stream on a ' 

allowing an individual to receive sail individual data stream on a 
voluntary or selectable basis, 

28. (Previously Presented) A method for providing a data stream according to 
preferences of a community, the steps comprising: 

repeatedly receiving preferences of a first community having a plurality of 

members, said first preferences regarding data stream content of a first 
music-related database including songs and/or music videos; 
repeatedly receiving preferences of a seconi community, said second community 
having at least as many members as said first community, said received 
preferences regarding data stream content of said music-related database; 
evaluating said received preferences of said second community to provide 

evaluated preferences; 
repeatedly determining said first communiiy from said second community by 

means of said evaluated preferences with members of said first community 
having at least one preference in common; 
repeatedly detennining characteristics solely of said first community members' 
preferences with regard to said data stream content to provide determined 
characteristics; 
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biasing aii individual data stream of said music-ielated database according to said 
determined characteristics so that said individual data stream is biased 
according to said determined characteristics, and so tliat said individual 
data stream is biased for positive preferences of said first community and 
biased against negative preferences of said first community; and 

transmittine said individual data stream on a voluntary or selectable basis thereby 
allowing an individual to receive said individual data stream on a 
voluntary or selectable basis, 

so that said individual data stream continually has more content that said first 
community likes and less content that said first community dislikes 
without resort to analysis of said data stream content, and both said first 
community and said determined characteristics are permitted to change 
over time according to, respectively, said preferences of said second 
community and said preferences of said first community. 

29. (Previously Presented) A computer-implemented method for providing a data 
stream according to preferences of a community, the steps comprising: 

repeatedly receiving preferences ftom receivers of data stream content of a music- 
related database including songs and/or music videos; 
repeatedly determining a first community of receivers from said received 

preferences, said furst community having similar preferences for similar 
data stream content; 
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repeatedly detennining characteristics solely of said received preferences of said 
first community to provide determined characteristics: and 

biasing an individual data stream of said music-related database according to said 
determined chamctcristics so that said individual data stream is biased 
according to said received preferences of said first community, 

so that said individual data stream continually has more content that said evolving 
first community likes and less content that said fust community dislikes 
without analysis of said data stream content, and so that both said first 
community and said determined characteristics are permitted to change 
over time according to said received preferences of said first community. 

3 0. (Previously Presented) A computer-implemented method for providmg a data 
stream according to preferences of a community as set forth in Claim 29, wherein said step of 
biasing an individual data stream further comprises: 

biasing an individual data srtream according to said determined characteristics so 
that said individual data stream is biased for positive preferences of said 
first community and biased against negative preferences of said first 
community. 

3 1 . (Previously Presented) The computer-implemented method for providing a data 
stream according to preferences of a community as set forth in Claim 29, wherein the step of 
repeatedly receiving preferences from receivers of data stream content further comprises: 
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repeatedly receiving preferences of a second community, said second commxinity 
having at least as many members as said fosst community, said received 
preferences regarding data stream content of said music-related database; 
repeatedly evaluating said preferences of said second commimity; and 
repeatedly determining said first community from said second community, such 
that members of sai d first community are members of said second 
community determined to have at least one preference in common. 

32. (Previously Presented) The computer-implemented method for providing a data 
stream according to preferences of a community as set forth in Claim 29, wherein the step of 
biasing an individual data stream further comprises: 

biasing said individual data stream so that it complies with the DMCA. 

33. (Previously Presented) The computer-implemented method for providing a data 
stream according to preferences of a community as set forth in Claim 29, wherein die method 
further comprises: 

transmitting said individual data stream on a volimtary or selectable basis thereby 
allowing an individual to receive said individual data stream on a 
voluntary or selectable basis. 

34. (Previously Presented) A computer-implemented mediod for providing a data 
stream according to preferences of a community, die steps comprising: 
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repeatedly receiving preferences of a first community having a plurality of 
members, said prefereoces regarding data stream content of a music- 
related database including songs and/or music videos; 
repeatedly receiving preferences of a second community, said second community 
having at least as many members as said first community, said received 
preferences regarding data stream content of said music-related database; 
evaluating said preferences of said second community to provide evaluated 

second preferences; 
repeatedly determhiing said first community from said second community by 
means of said evaluated second preferences, such that members of said 
first community are members of said second community determined to 
have at least one preference in conraion; 
repeatedly determining characteristics solely of said first community members' 
preferences with regard to said data stream content to provide determined 
characteristics; 

biasing an individual data stream of said music-related database according to said 
determined characteristics so that said individual data stream is biased 
according to said determined characteristics, and so that said individual 
data stream is biased for positive preferences of said first commvmity and 
biased against negative preferences of said first community; and 

tnmsmitting said individual data stream on a voluntary or selectable basis thereby 
allowing an individual to receive said individual data stream on a 
voluntary or selectable basis. 
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so that said individual data stream continually has more content that said first 
community likes and less content that said first community dislikes 
without resort to analysis of said data stream content, and so that both said 
first community and said determined characteristics ai« permitted to 
change over time according to, respectively, said preferences of said 
second community and said preferences of said first community. 

35. (Previously Presented) A computer system for providing transmission of a data 
stream according to preferences of a community, comprising: 

a server located in a first location, said server repeatedly receiving preferences 
from users, said users being receivers of data stream content of a music- 
related database including songs and/or music videos; 

said server repeatedly determining a first community from said received 

preferences, said first community having similar preferences for similar 
content in said first data streams; 

said server repeatedly determining characteristics solely of said preferences of 
said first community with regard to said data stream content to provide 
determined characteristics; and 

said server biasing m individual data stream of said music-related database 

according to said determined characteristics, so that said individual data 
stream is biased according to said received preferences of said first 
community; 
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said individual data stream continually has more content that said evolving first 
community likes and less content that said first community dislikes 
without analysi s of said data stream content, and so that both said first 
community and said determined characteristics are permitted to change 
over time according to said preferences of said first community. 

36. (Previously Presented) A computer system for providing a data stream according 
to preferences of a community as set forth in Claim 35, wherein said server biasing an individual 

data stream further comprises: 

said server biasing an individual data stream according to said determined 

characteristics so tliat said individual data stream is biased for positive 
preferences of said first commimity and biased against negative 
preferences of said first community. 

37. (Previously Presented) The computer system for providing a data stream 
according to preferences of a community as set forth in Claim 35. wherein said server repeatedly 
receiving prefeiences fi:om receivers of content in first data streams further comprises: 

said server repeatedly receiving preferences of a second community, said second 
commimity having at least as many members as said first community, said 
received preferences regarding data stream content of said music-related 
database; 
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said server repeatedly evaluating said preferences of said second community; and 
said server repeatedly determining said first community from said second 

commimity members of said first community are members of said second 
community determined to have at least one preference in common. 

38. (Previously Presented) The computer system for providing a data stream 
according to preferences of a community as set forth in Claim 35, wherein said server biasing an 
individual data stream further comprises: 

said server biasing said individual data stream so that it complies with the DMCA. 

39. (Previously Presented) The computer system for providing a data stream 
according to preferences of a community as set forth in Claim 35. wherein said system further 
comprises: 

said server transmitting said individual data stream on a voluntary or selectable 
basis thereby allowing an individual to receive said individual data stteam 
on a voluntary or selectable basis. 

40. (Previously Presented) Tlie computer system for providing a data stream 
according to preferences of a community as set forth in Claim 35, further comprising: 

said server being in said first location and at least one of said users being in a 
second location, said second location being a different country than said 
first location. 
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41 . (Previously Presented) A computer system for providing a data stream according 
to preferences of a community, comprising: 

a server repeatedly receiving preferences of a first community having a plurality 
of members, said received preferences regarding data stream content of a 
first music-related database including songs and/or music videos; 

said server repeatedly receiving preferences of a second community having a 
plurality of members, said second preferences regarding data stream 
content of said music-related database; 

said server evaluating said second preferences of said second conununity to 
provide evaluated second preferences; 

said server repeatedly determining said first community from said second 

community by means of said evaluated second preferences with members 
of said first community having at least one preference in common; 

said server repeatedly determining characteristics solely of said first community 
members' preferences with regard to said data stream content to provide 
determined characteristics; 

said server biasing an individual data stream of said music-related database 

according to said determined characteristics, so that said individual data 
stream is biased according to said determined characteristics and so that 
said individual data stream is biased for positive preferences of said first 
conmaunity and biased against negative preferences of said first 
community; and 



23 



PAGE 27/41 * RCVD AT 10125/2006 7:45:48 PM [Eastern Daylight Timel * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/18 * DN1S:2738300 * CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):1 3<8 



OCT-25-2006 WED 04:51 PH FAX NO. P. 

Appl. No. 09^903.033 Docket No. 85804.019501 

Amendment and Response Filed With RC6 

said server transmitting said individual data stream on a voluntary or selectable 
basis thereby allowing an individual to receive said individual data stream 
on a voluntary or selectable basis 

so that said individual data stream continually has more content that said first 
community likes and less content that said first community dislikes 
without resort to analysis of said data stream content, and so that both said 
first community and said determined characteristics are permitted to 
change overtime according to, respectively, said preferences of said 
second community and said preferences of said first community. 

42. (Previously Presented) The computer system for providing a data stream 
according to preferences of a community as set forth in Claim 41 . further comprising: 

said server being in said first location and at least one member of said first or 

second communities being in a second location, said second location being 
a different coimtry than said first location. 
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